
7 o RIGHTS OF MAN. Part II. 

To provide for all thofe accidents, and whatever elfe may be- 
fal, I take the number of peifons, who at one time or other of 
their lives, after fifty years of age, may feel it necefTary or com- 
fortable to be better fupported, than they can fupport themfelves, 
and that not as a matter of grace and favour, but of right, at 
one third of the whole number, which is one hundred and forty 
thoufand, as Hated in page 68, and for whom a dillincl provi- 
fion was propofed to be made. If there be more, fociety, not- 
withftanding the fhew and pompofity of government, is in a de- 
plorable condition in England. 

Of this one hundred and forty thoufand, I take one half, fe- 
venty thoufand, to be of the age of fifty and under fixty, and the 
ether half to be fixty years and upwards. — Having thus afeertain- 
ed the probable proportion of the number of aged perfons, I pro- 
ceed to the mode of rendering their condition comfortable, 
which is. 

To pay every fuch perfon of the age of fifty years, and until 
he arrive at the age. of fixty, the fum of fix pounds per ann . out 
of the furplus taxes ; and ten pounds per ann . during life after 
the age of fixty. The expence of which will be. 

Seventy thoihfand perfons at 61 . pfcr ann. - - 420,000 

Seventy thoufand ditto at rol. per ann. - - 700,000 

£• 1,12,600 

This fupport, af already remarked, is not of the nature of a * 
charity, but of a right. Every perfon in England, male and fe- 
male, pays on an average in taxes, two pounds eight {hillings 
and fixpence per ann. from the day of his (or her) birth ; and, i’f 
the expence of collodion be added, he pays two pounds eleven 
{hillings and fixpence ; ccnfr.quently, at the end of fifty years he 
has paid one hundred and twenty eight pounds fifteen fhiRiitg^; 
and at fixty, one hundred and fifty-four pounds Ten ’ (hillings. 
Converting, therefore, his (or her) individual tax into a tontine, 
the money ’he fr*a!l receive after fifty years, is but little move 
than the legal into reft of the nett money he has paid ; the reil is 
made up from thofe whole circumlfahces do not require them to 
draw fuch fup Oi t, and the capital in both defrays the ex/er.ces 
of government. It is on this ground that I have extended the 
probable claims to one third of the number of aged perfons in 
the nation. — Is it then better that the lives of one huudred'and 
forty thoufand aged perfons be rendered comfortable, or that a 
million a year of public money be expended on any one in- 
dividual, ^nd him often of the moll worthlefs or iniignincant 
character? Let reafon and ju dice, let honour and humanity, 
let even hypocrify, fycophancy and Mr. Buke, let George, let 
Louis, Leopold, Frederic, Catharine, Cornwallis, or Tippoo 
Saib, anfwer the queilion *. 

* Reckoning the taxes by families, five to a family, each family pays on 
an average 121. 17s. 6d. per ann. to this fum are to be added the poor-rates. 
Though all pay taxes in the articles they confumc, all do not pay-poor-rates. 
About two millions are exempted, feme as not being houfe keepers, others as 

no 
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The fum thus remitted to the poor will be. 

To two hundred and fifty-two thoufand poor families con 
taming fix hundred and thirty thoufand children , 

To one hundred and forty thoufand aged perfons 5 20,000 

5 r UUnS » - 1,120,000 

There will then remain three hundred and fixtv\hnT°j 

Slow! r* f <ttk ma y 

yet find it difficult to give educationho^their children*- 3 an/fbdi 
Children, under fuch a cafe, would be in a worfe cond’tLntS 
if heir parents were adually poor. A nation under a well re 
P-culd permit none „ „m,i, Wid 

* “'t t, '“ req»ira 

f ° Ur hUndred thourand children to be in this con 
d.uon, which .is a greater number than ought to be fapoofed a f‘ 
ter the provifions already made, the method will be ’ f ‘ 

To allow for each of thofe childem ten ftil!in?s a v -.r fX- a 
fixmon*°V ^hoohng, fur fix years each, which will give th-m 

I he expence cf this will be annually* £.250,000. 

J here wib then remain one hundred and ,r j , 

Notwithftandmg the great modes of relief which the bdUnfti- 

therefore,cfpoor-pa^x?nTh^c^^ntngnuiT^er)fe^^rty*ihfi|in<T e f 

fam.ly of five perfons, which makes thtTwhole 

rate, , 4 1. I?s . 6d For fix perfons t 7 l. i 7S . For ^ ^^0^ 

The average of taxes in America, unde r the new or rep refenrat L fVP ’ 
of government; mcludmg the intcreft of the debt c-mtraXd in t, ,y fttTO r 

takm:v the : populati n at four millions of fou h wi hi n wlT r,and 

For a family of five pa fms - . £. C Amcnca * 

For a family of fix perfons - ■ i £ ‘ l * 0 

For a family of feven perfons - - 20 16 6 1 10 0 

* Pu . bl,c Fthocls do not anfwer the general purpofe ofthe poor TW* 

chiefly m corporation towns, fr .m which the c p J neyare 

pa csc ! uded » if admitted, the diftance occaWa S g 
. Education, to be uftful to the poor, ffiould be Q m 1 [ t,me ‘ 

method I believe, to accompli,' h this, is to enable -he partmts to* 1 * 1 1 k C btft 
pence themfplves. There arc always perfons of bodffex^V if CX ‘ 
every village, efpccially when growing imo ycars ^abk f E ) f °" n<1 m 
‘.-•rtaking. Twenty children, at ten lifijlW^’ S &f fuch an 
fix months each year) would be as much ts fnml’ r " m,t more than 
remote parts of .Lgiffl ^ * J" lhc 

dows to whom luch an income would be acceptable What^ m< : n S - W, ~ 
on this account to children anfwers two purnof s tn f , Whatevei '^ given 
to thofe who educate them it is a livelihood^ ^ * “ cducation > 
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